
Frequently Asked Questions 
Portola Valley School District 

 
How are Portola Valley schools doing? 
We take great pride in our award-winning Portola Valley schools.  Our highly-qualified teachers 
and staff in Ormondale and Corte Madera schools provide an outstanding education to Portola 
Valley and Woodside students, preparing them to succeed in high school and beyond. 
 
What is the state of school funding in Portola Valley School District?  
Since 1985, our community has supported and periodically renewed a local parcel tax for  
Portola Valley School District. Today this measure costs $581 per parcel per year and generates 
$1.2 million each year for our schools. All funds from the measure stay in our school district and 
cannot be taken away by the State. 
 
What does the parcel tax fund?  
The local parcel tax helps to: 

• Retain qualified and experienced teachers 
• Maintain quality math, science, reading and writing instruction 
• Maintain programs in engineering and technology 
• Support art and music programs 
• Limit class size increases 

 
What fiscal accountability provisions are included? 
The existing local parcel tax requires fiscal accountability to ensure funds are spent as voters 
intended. An independent citizen oversight committee reviews expenditures and provides annual 
reports to the community.  You can view the committee’s reports by going to 
www.pvsd.net/departments/business_services/parcel_tax_information. All funds must stay in 
PVSD and no funds can be taken by the State or go to other school Districts.  
 
Are seniors eligible for an exemption?  
Seniors aged 65 and over are eligible for an exemption from the cost and can get an exemption 
application by contacting the District Office at 650-851-1777. 
 
When does the parcel tax expire? 
The current parcel tax funding is set to expire in 2021 and cannot be renewed without voter 
approval. If the measure expires without renewal, PVSD would face $1.2 million in cuts to 
academic and enrichment programs, which would be the equivalent of losing 12 teachers. 
 
Is the District considering placing a renewal measure on the ballot? 
Yes.  The District is evaluating its budget and seeking feedback from the community as it considers 
placing a measure on an upcoming ballot to renew the existing parcel tax funding.  We welcome 
your feedback and questions throughout this process. 
 
 



What about the Foundation? 
Our District also receives generous support from the Portola Valley School Foundation. This 
funding helps maintain programs and fund smaller class sizes, electives, drama, art, counselors, 
and classroom aides. The Foundation donates approximately $900,000 per year to help fill the gap 
and continue outstanding programs that enrich our students.  
 
Did we just pass a measure for Portola Valley schools? 
Yes. In November 2018, over 62% of local voters approved Measure Z, a bond measure to provide 
$49.5 million to repair and replace classrooms and facilities at Ormondale and Corte Madera 
schools. Measure Z projects are already well underway. Completed projects using Measure Z funds 
include frontage landscape and MUR roofing improvements at Ormondale, and dry rot repairs at 
Corte Madera. The planning and design for the classroom renovations and replacements are 
beginning, and the Principals Construction Progress Committee has been formed for each school.  
The Citizen Bond Oversight Committee has also been formed.  
 
What’s the difference between a bond and a parcel tax measure? 
A bond measure provides local funding to make improvements to classrooms, buildings and 
facilities, whereas a parcel tax provides funding that can be used toward teachers, academic 
programs or classroom supplies.  
 
How can I provide feedback?  
As the District evaluates its budget and considers placing a potential renewal measure on an 
upcoming ballot, we welcome your feedback and questions. We value our partnership with the 
community and invite you to share your thoughts with us by emailing Superintendent Roberta 
Zarea at rzarea@pvsd.net. 
 
 


